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Division 52:  Main Roads - 
Question:  Hon Alan Cadby referring to Page 877 “Net cost of output” asked - 
(1) Whether he could be guaranteed that the quality of roadworks has not decreased during 2000/01?   
(2) How many kilometres of freeway works were constructed during 2000/01 and how many are projected 

for 2001/02? 

Answer:   

(1) Assurance is given that the quality of roadworks has not decreased during 2000/01.  More lane-
kilometres are being constructed in 2001/02 at a lesser unit cost than in 2000/01 because the 2000/01 
figures included almost 20 per cent of freeway construction compared with a projected 3% of freeway 
construction in 2001/02.  The unit cost of freeway construction is significantly higher than for other 
road classes because freeways are constructed to a higher standard.   

(2) 124 lane-kilometres of freeway were constructed in 2000/01.  20 lane-kilometres of freeway are 
projected to be constructed in 2001/02.  

Question:  Hon Jim Scott asked - 
(1) Does Main Roads have recent valuations for land tied up in unused road reserves?   
(2)  Are valuations for discrete sections of the road reserves available? 
(3) If so, how can I get a copy of the information? 

Answer:   

(1)-(3) Some reasonably current valuation advice (1999) is available but it is not complete as it does not 
include land held by contract of sale pending finalisation of survey and transfer.  This information (from 
the Government Property Register - DOLA) also includes parcels of land that are under road, i.e. not 
removed from the Transfer of Land Act and not yet dedicated as road under the Land Administration 
Act.  These are “desktop” valuations carried out by the Valuer General’s Office specifically for the 
Government Property Register. 

Separate valuations are not available for discrete sections of road reserves 

Contact Main Roads’ Manager Property Management, Mr Erle Dutton on telephone 9323 4376 with 
specific requests for information.  If it is available, it will be provided. 

Question:  Hon Simon O’Brien referring to page 883 “Roe Highway - Nicholson Road to South Street) asked - 
(1) Is the estimated total cost of the works to construct and seal Nicholson Road to South Street $99 
million?   
(2) Will it cost extra to construct Stages 6 and 7 separately.   

Answer:   

(1) $ 98M has been allocated in the Budget for the construction of Roe Highway Stages 6 (Nicholson Road 
to South Street) and 7 (South Street to Kwinana Freeway). Of the $98M allocated, $40M has been 
provided for Stage 6 and $58M has been set aside for Stage 7. 

(2) There would be potentially some savings to be realised in combining the construction of Stages 6 and 7. 
These savings may result from reduced tendering and contract management costs and economies of 
scale available to the contractor. However, because of the need to resolve the larger issues of the freight 
network in the metropolitan area and in particular the future of Stage 8 of Roe Highway, it is not 
possible to finalise the alignment of Stage 7 immediately. However, it was important to get Stage 6 
planning underway so it can be ready to start before the completion of Stage 5. 

Question:  Hon Murray Criddle referring to pages 881 to 885 “Works in Progress” asked for the forward 
estimates budget allocations for Cervantes/Lancelin, Hyden Corrigin, Grain Logistics Roads, Lime Sands 
Routes, Derby Airport to the Turn Off Road, Binnu-Tenindewa Road and Muirs Road? 

Answer:   

(1)-(2) The Four Year budget allocations for the projects specified are shown as follows: 

Lancelin to Cervantes  $20.819M 
Corrigin to Hyden  Nil* 
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Grain Logistics Roads  $4.868M 
Lime Sands Routes  $6.2M 
Derby Highway   $2.194M  (Derby Airport turnoff to Great Northern Hwy) 
Binnu-Tenindewa Road  $1.0M 
Muirs Highway   $0.75M 

* The Minister has undertaken to review funding for Corrigin Hyden Road before the next budget is 
handed down. 

Question:  Hon Barry House referring to page 870 “Decisions taken since State Election” asked for the current 
time frame and forward estimates for the Bunbury Port Access Road, Peel Deviation, Serpentine Deviation, 
Margaret River Bypass, Muirs Highway Upgrade and Mowen Road Upgrade? 

Answer:  Timeframes and Four-Year Forward Estimate allocations for these projects are as follows - 

 Bunbury Port Access - $1.02M allocated in the Four-Year Forward Estimates, mainly for land 
acquisition.  The timing of construction is dependent on future budgetary processes. 

 Peel Deviation/Serpentine Deviation - The road name Serpentine Deviation has recently been dropped.  
The Kwinana Freeway route has now been extended to Lakes Road in Mandurah, while the Peel 
Deviation is now referred to as the section from Lakes Road in Mandurah to the Old Coast Road near 
Lake Clifton, on the eastern side of the Peel and Harvey Estuary.  $5.2M is allocated in the Four-Year 
Forward Estimates for the Peel Deviation, mainly for land acquisition but also for the completion of 
planning activities. 

 Margaret River Bypass - No funds are allocated to this project in the Four-Year Forward Estimates.  
This is considered a long-term project and the timing of construction will be dependent on future 
budgetary processes. 

 Muirs Highway - $0.15M is allocated to the Mt Barker Northern Bypass project in the Four-Year 
Forward Estimates for pre-construction activities.  No funds are currently allocated for construction of 
the Bypass.  The timing of construction will be dependent on future budgetary processes.  $0.6M is 
allocated to the section between Nyamup and Strachan in the four-year forward estimates for pre-
construction activities.  No funds are currently allocated for construction of this section.  The timing of 
construction will be dependent on future budgetary processes. 

 Mowen Road - $2.4M is allocated to extend the seal on this road in the Four-Year Forward Estimates.  
A further $8.45M is needed outside this period to complete the seal.  A Finance Agreement signed with 
the Shires of Nannup and Augusta-Margaret River should see the works completed in 2007/08, subject 
to future budgetary processes. 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott referring to page 870 “Decisions taken since State Election - Fremantle Eastern 
Bypass” asked - 

(1) What is the current status of the road reservation? 

(2) Will the Government be selling off the reservation if it is lifted when the Metropolitan Region Scheme 
Amendment is done?   

(3) What funds will be saved and, more importantly for Fremantle people, will funds be spent to upgrade 
an alternative route to connect with the Fremantle-Rockingham Highway and the port? 

(4) Is the upgrading of Stock Road planned?   

(5) If so, at what cost? 

Answer:   
(1) The reservation is still in the Metropolitan Region Scheme.  The reservation is subject to the Freight 

Network Review, which will consider alternatives to the Fremantle Eastern Bypass route. 

(2) Planning for the future uses of the reservation land will commence next year. 

(3) The total funding allocated to construct the Fremantle Eastern Bypass project in the 2000/01 Budget 
was $43M.  These funds were reallocated to other Capital Works projects during the 2001/02 budget 
process.  The identification of alternative routes and allocation of funds for the upgrading of these 
routes will be subject to the outcomes of the Freight Network Review. 
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(4)-(5) Some preliminary investigations have been undertaken on possible upgrading of the Stock Road and 
High Street /Leach Highway route in lieu of construction of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass.  However, 
the cost of any upgrading will depend on the outcomes of the Freight Network Review and the level of 
upgrading which may ultimately be decided for the Stock Road-High Street route. 

Question: Hon Peter Foss asked - 

(1) What was the cost of the Windan Bridge and the duplication of the Narrows Bridge? 

(2) What was the cost of the railway bridge alongside the Windan Bridge? 

Answer:   
(1) The Windan Bridge was constructed as part of Contract 404/95, Design and Construct Graham Farmer 

Freeway, East Parade to Great Eastern Highway. The cost of the bridge within this contract was $18 
471 000. The cost of the duplication of the Narrows Bridge within the $49 million Narrows Bridge 
project was $29 369 000.  

(2) The railway bridge alongside the Windan Bridge is called the Goongoongup Bridge. The cost of the 
railway bridge project was $16 846 000.  

Question:  Hon Barry House asked why the speed limit on the Dawesville Deviation has been set at 90 
kilometres per hour when the speed limit on the adjacent section south is 110 kilometres per hour? 

Answer:  The Dawesville Deviation has been designed for a speed of 110 kilometres per hour.  However, local 
residents have expressed concern about safety for traffic entering and leaving the Deviation at intersections, as 
well as there being considerable debate over noise levels at homes adjacent to the new road.   There is also a new 
commercial development about to commence immediately to the west of the Deviation, which could have an 
impact on the speed zone selected. 

Some works have not been completed so the Deviation has been commissioned with a speed limit of 90 
kilometres per hour largely at the request of local residents to test these aspects before a final speed limit is 
assessed.  The works requiring completion relate to the construction of a screen fence between Touchstone Drive 
and the Deviation.  It is anticipated that these works will be completed in February 2002, following which a road 
safety audit and speed assessment will be undertaken.  It is expected that the results of these studies will be 
known in April 2002. 

The review of the speed limit will take into account a number of factors including the function of the road, traffic 
volumes, other road users, adjacent roadside development, the number and type of side street junctions and the 
actual operating speed chosen by motorists. 

Question: Hon Adele Farina referring to page 884 “South Western Highway - Donnybrook to Bridgetown” 
asked for an update of the progress of that road?  

Answer:  The project involves the upgrading of the Donnybrook to Bridgetown section of the South Western 
Highway and includes the reconstruction and widening of various substandard sections and the installation of a 
number of overtaking lanes.  The latest estimates, following a recent reassessment of the project, indicate that it 
will cost $27.5M to complete the upgrading.  This additional requirement can be broken down into subsections 
as follows.  

Donnybrook to Kirup   $8.12M 

Kirup to Balingup   $7.49M 

Balingup to Greenbushes   $6.96M 

Greenbushes Section   $1.99M 

Hesters Hill to Bridgetown  $2.91M 

Total $27.47M 

The timing of work on this section of South Western Highway will be subject to future Budget deliberations.  
However, there are some funds available in 2001/02 to purchase land required for the upgrading of the Hesters 
Hill to Bridgetown section, which is considered to be the highest priority project on this section.  Some 
engineering work will also be undertaken on this section. 

Question: Hon Simon O’Brien asked -  

(1) What plans does the Government have for traffic if the Fremantle Eastern Bypass  is deleted? 

(2) Has the Government decided to delete the Fremantle Eastern Bypass?  
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Answer:   

(1) Traffic, which crosses the river at Fremantle, currently uses existing roads such as High Street, Leach 
Highway and South Street to get to Stock Road and Kwinana Freeway. These roads will still be 
available in the future either in their current form or with possible upgrading.  Alternatives to the 
Fremantle Eastern Bypass route are being considered as part of the Government’s Freight Network 
Review. 

(2) Yes.   

Question: Hon Barbara Scott referring to page 870 “Decisions taken since State Election” asked - 

(1) What is the current status of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass reserve? 

(2) What process will be used to review the road reservation? 

(3) Does Main Roads have an alternative route in mind to connect the Fremantle Port with the 
Fremantle/Rockingham Highway? 

(4) If so, is the alternative route to be used Stock Road? 

(5) If it is Stock Road, what is the estimated cost of the Stock Road upgrade?   

Answer:   

(1) The Fremantle eastern bypass reserve is still in the Metropolitan Region Scheme. 

(2) Alternatives to the Fremantle Eastern Bypass route are being considered as part of the Government’s 
freight network review. 

(3) Main Roads is awaiting the outcome of the Freight Network Review. The review is being managed by 
the Department for Planning and Infrastructure. Main Roads is working with the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure and other stakeholders to progress the review. 

(4) The City of Fremantle and some interest groups have previously suggested that the Stock Road/Leach 
Highway /High Street route should be upgraded in lieu of construction of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass 
route. In response to these suggestions Main Roads has undertaken some preliminary investigations of 
the Stock Road/Leach Highway/High Street route. 

(5) The cost of upgrading Stock Road will depend on the nature of any upgrading which may be proposed. 
Decisions on these issues will be subject to the outcomes of the Freight Network Review. 

Question: Hon Murray Criddle asked - 

(1) Please explain the differential between the expenditure of $698 million in the transport sector, and 
revenues totalling $841.796 million (comprising $249.556 million vehicle registration fees and 
$592.240 other sources)? 

(2) The $592.240 revenue, which excludes vehicle registration fees comprised, in part, the following”:  

 (a) Commonwealth funds - $106.835 million 

 (b) Internal funds and balances - $9.3 million 

 (c) DPI – Highway Wide loads - $14.5 million 

 (d) DPI – Perth Bike Plan Stage 2 - $5.0 million 

 (e) Consolidated Fund – Item 82 - $226.347 million 

 (f) Consolidated Fund – Item 166 - $142.863 million 

 Please provide detail on the above road funding sources?  

(3) The previous budget had an estimate of $304 million for 2001/02 for capital services.  This 
Government’s budget is $240 million for the same period dropping to $124 million in 2003/03.  Please 
explain the drop in capital services? 

(4) Please state what planned work was not undertaken on road construction given that the actual 
expenditure for 2000/01 for this output is approximately $100 million less than budgeted (Page 871)?  
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(5) Under Output 2 (Page 875) the following were listed as major initiatives for 2000/01 in the previous 
budget, but do not appear as major achievements in this budget.  Please provide an update on their 
status.   

 (a) Albany Highway (North Bannister to Arthur River) – Reconstruct and prmierseal various 
sections $3.6M 

 (b) Brookton Highway (Karragullen to Brookton) – Reconstruct and widen $4.1M 
 (c) Coolgardie to Esperance Highway (Scadden to Gibson section) – Reconstruct and primerseal 

$2M 
 (d) Great Northern Highway (Roe Highway to Muchea) – reconstruct, widen and primerseal 

$4.5M 
 (e) Narrogin-Kondinin Road (Wickepin to Kulin) – Reconstruct and primerseal $2M.   

(6) Under Output 4 (Page 880) the following was listed as a major initiative for 2000/01 in the previous 
budget, but does not appear as a major achievement in this budget.  Please provide an update on its 
status.  

(a) Goomalling-Toodyay Road (Toodyay Shire) – Replace bridge over Avon River $3.55M 

(7) State road funds applied to roadworks on the local government road network, both capital and 
recurrent, is reduced.  Recurrent by $17.82 million, and capital by $4.957 million (Page 890).  Please 
state what effect this will have on services?  

(8) What are the funding allocations for the forward estimates for the following road projects: 

 (a) Lime Sands Route in the Toodyay area 
 (b) Cervantes to Lancelin Coastal Road 
 (c) Hyden to Corrigin Road 
 (d) Muir Highway 

Answer:   

(1) Insofar as the funding allocation for Main Roads is concerned I am not aware of the figure of $698 M to 
which you refer.  However, the Net Cost of Services for 2001/02 totals $827.716M (refer Page 886) and 
includes $118.02M for depreciation but not $14.08M needed to fund balance sheet items including 
repayments of loans, purchase of fixed assets (excluding road infrastructure), superannuation and past 
service liabilities.  This leaves a total of $709.696M for road related expenditure. 

(2) The detail of the road funding services mentioned is as follows: 

 $M 

(a) Commonwealth Funds 
Australian Land Transport Development Program 80.080 

Roads of National Importance 21.000 

Blackspot Program     4.683 

          106.835 

(b) Internal funds and balances  

Proceeds on Disposal of Non Current Assets 6.500 

Rents 2.500 

Sundries 0.300 

9.30
0 

(c) Department for Planning and Infrastructure – High Wide Loads 14.500 

Funds to be sourced from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure. 

(d) DEPARTMENT for PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE –  
PERTH BIKE PLAN STAGE 2  5.000 

Funds to be sourced from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  

(e) CONSOLIDATED FUND – ITEM 82 226.347 
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Funds sourced from the Department of Treasury and Finance as part of the 
annual appropriation legislation.  

(f) CONSOLIDATED Fund – Item 166 142.863 
Funds sourced from the Department of Treasury and Finance as part of the 
annual appropriation legislation.  

(3) The previous budget estimate of $304M for 2001/02 was the State appropriation to meet expenditures in 
the Capital Works Program.  The 2001/02 Budget Papers include accrual appropriations for the first 
time.  Therefore, the $240.046M and $124.33M as shown in the Output and Appropriation Summary at 
Page 871 are not comparable with the previous Budget Papers.  You will note that the amounts are 
identified as “Appropriations for Capital Contribution to meet equity needs” rather than Capital 
Services.  More detailed information with comparisons to other years is contained in the Capital 
Contribution table at Page 885.  

(4) Main Roads Program of Works is of a dynamic nature with program variations being made to 
accommodate changing circumstances in both the condition of the network and other emerging 
requirements.  These changes are reflected in the output information whereby funds have been 
transferred from Road Construction to Road Improvement and Road Maintenance and Minor 
Modification activities (Outputs 1 and 2).   

(5) (a) Roadworks associated with this project (Five passing lanes, one passing lane extension and 
three intersection improvements) were completed last financial year with the exception of a 
final bitumen seal coat.  It is anticipated that the seal coat will be completed prior to Christmas 
2001 and $0.3M has been allocated for these works.  Ongoing planning for additional passing 
lanes and intersection improvements has been deferred. 

(b) Roadworks associated with this project were not completed last financial year as the contract 
was suspended (95% complete) due to wet weather in June.  It is anticipated that the 
Contractor (Macmahon) will return to the site in mid November 2001 to complete 
approximately 1 km of pavement plus some driveways and drainage works.  This will 
complete the project with the exception of some sealing and maintenance work on the western 
approaches to the Brookton Townsite.  Carry over funds to the extent of $0.9M have been 
provided for these works. 

(c) Stage 1 of the Scaddan to Gibson Project was undertaken in 1999/00 with 12 kms of 
reconstruction undertaken near Scaddan.  The cost of this work was $3.58M, of which 
$1.236M was anticipated from the 2000/01 budget of $2M. 

The $2M budget allocated in 2000/01 was expended as follows: 

$1.236M Anticipated and expended in 1999/00 on construction of Stage 1 
(12km)  

$0.153M Expended 2000/01 finalising 1999/00 work 

$0.278M Expended 2000/01 for final seal of 1999/00 work   

$0.253M Expended 2000/01 on preconstruction for Stage 2 (20 km)  

$0.080M Carried over to 2001/02 

As can be seen above the 2000/01 allocation was largely brought forward into 1999/00 to 
enable a greater length of reconstruction in Stage 1.  This was part of an approval to anticipate 
$10M on various projects across the State from 2000/01 into 1999/00 to maximise 1999/00 
expenditure.  The remainder of the 2000/01 allocation was used in 2000/01 to complete 
1999/00 works (finalise 1999/00 contract and final seal) and to cover preconstruction of Stage 
2 (20 km) which is on target for construction in the current 2001/02 year. 

To complete Stage 2 (20 km) a budget of $3.86M has been allocated in 2001/02 in addition to 
the $0.080M carried over from 2000/01 with a further $0.800M allocated for 2002/03. 

(d) In 1997, the Commonwealth Government approved the allocation of $15.35M to upgrade 
Great Northern Highway between Roe Highway and the Metropolitan Region boundary at 
Muchea over 5 years. The first year of this funding commenced in 1997/98. 
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In the preparation of the 2000/01 Budget, an amount of $4.5M (not $2M) was listed for this 
project, based upon advice contained in the 1999/00 Federal Budget papers. However, when 
the 2000/01 Federal Budget was handed down (one month after the 2000/01 State Budget) 
these funds had been deferred by 12 months. Despite this there were still some funds available 
to the project in 2000/01, mainly unspent funds that had been carried over from the previous 
year. These funds totalled $1.39M, of which $1.03M was spent on completion of the 
Warbrook Road passing lane and $0.36M to complete drainage improvements to the Roe 
Highway/Lennard Street section. 

In June 2001, Main Roads submitted a further Project Proposal Report (PPR) to the 
Commonwealth seeking the allocation of a further $16.68M to complete the proposed works. 
By the end of the 2000/01 financial year, approximately $14M  of the original funding 
allocation had been spent on upgrading sections of the Highway but less than half of the 
project had been completed. A number of factors contributed to the original project cost being 
underestimated, including significant scope changes (additional passing lanes, cycling 
facilities, drainage works etc) and the impact of latent conditions. Accordingly, an additional 
PPR was submitted to secure the necessary Commonwealth funding to complete the project. 

In response to the follow-up PPR, the Commonwealth has approved the expenditure of an 
additional $1M in 2001/02 to undertake detailed design and preconstruction works for those 
sections of the Highway that still require upgrading. It is anticipated that when this design 
work has been completed, the Commonwealth will approve the allocation of further funds 
totalling $15.68M to complete the construction works. These funds are anticipated to be 
allocated progressively over the period 2002/03-2005/06. 

Works have been completed to date between Roe Highway and Lennard Street, in the vicinity 
of Warbrook Road and between Bullsbrook and Rutland Roads. Sections still outstanding 
include Lennard Street to Walyunga, Warbrook Road to Bullsbrook and Rutland Road to the 
regional boundary. 

(e) Roadworks associated with this project were not completed last financial year as the contract 
was suspended last July (70% complete) due to wet weather.  It is anticipated that the 
Contractor (Roadcare) will return to site in early November to complete 2.5 kms of work 
immediately west of Tincurrin North Road (Also known as Helm Road).  This will complete 
the project shown on the 2000/01 budget allocation.  Carry over funds to the extent of $0.3M 
have been provided for these works.  Planning for widening of the narrow seal east of 
Tincurrin North Road has been deferred.   

(6) Works on the replacement of Bridge 631A commenced in December 2000 as part of the Northam 
Bypass Contract.  These works are due for completion during this financial year (2001/02) and will be 
reported as a major achievement in the next budget.   

(7) The 2000/01 estimated actual expenditure of $129.4M as per the State Budget papers for the Local 
Roads Program, includes some works carried over from previous years.  The $106.7M budget estimate 
for 2001/02 excludes carryovers.   The current budget for the Local Roads Program in 2001/02, 
inclusive of carryovers from 2000/01, is $154.1M. 

(8) Funding allocations in the Four-Year Forward Estimates for the following road projects are as shown: 

 (a) Lime Sands Route in the Toodyay area - $6.2M is allocated to maintenance and upgrading 
works on the Agricultural Lime Cartage Routes.  A review of Routes 1 and 2 will lead to a 
determination of how much of this funding will be allocated to Route 1 in the Toodyay area.  

 (b) Lancelin to Cervantes Coastal Road - $20.819M.   

 (c) Corrigin to Hyden Road - Nil.   

 (d) Muirs Highway - $0.75M.   
 


